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THE DTH STORY
The DTH Story as it unfolds in India has seen a

lot of ups and downs.

INTRODUCTION
Television broadcasting is one of the most popular

means for mass communication. Television channels
beamed using satellites are referred to as satellite TV
channels. In India, these satellite TV channels are permitted
to be carried by different distribution platforms namely
Direct-to-Home (DTH), Cable TV services delivered through
Multi-System Operator (MSO) and Local Cable Operator
(LCO), Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS) services, and Internet
Protocol Television (IPTV) services. Besides, there is a
Terrestrial TV service
which is provided by the
Prasar Bharati under the
brand name
Doordarshan, the public
broadcaster.

Among them,
DTH service is the one
in which many channels
are digitally
compressed, encrypted,
and beamed to the Ku
band satellites. From
these satellites, the
programs can be directly
received at consumer
premises as depicted in
Figure 1. This mode of
reception requires small dish antennas installed at
convenient locations in the homes/buildings. DTH
transmission does not need any commercial intermediary
since an individual user is directly connected to the DTH
operator. However, a digital receiver (set top box) is needed
to receive the multiplexed signals and view them on TV.

The Government of India permitted the reception and
distribution of television signals in Ku band vide its
notification no. GSR 18(E) dated 9th January 2001 issued
by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT). This
marked the beginning of Direct-to-Home (DTH)
broadcasting services in India in Ku band.

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)
has laid down policy guidelines for obtaining license for
providing DTH broadcasting service in India on 15th

Figure 1: Overview of the DTH System
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TolaIivajana p̀saarNa janasaMcaar ko sabasao laaokip̀ya saaQanaaoM maoM sao ek
hO.saOTolaa[TaoM ka ]pyaaoga kr p̀saairt TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kao saOTolaa[T TIvaI
caOnala kha jaata hO.Baart maoM̧  [na saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao ivaiBanna
ivatrNa PlaoTfâmaao-M jaOsao Dâyaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´¸ malTI isasTma AâproTr
³emaesaAaó  AaOr sqaanaIya kobala AâproTr ³elasaIAaó ¸ hoDeMD–[na–ska[-
³ihT\sa´ saovaayaoM̧  AaOr [MTrnaoT p̀aoTaokâla TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´ saovaaAaoM
ko maaQyama sao ivatirt kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM Wara lao jaanao kI Anaumait hO.[sako
Alaavaa ek TorisT/yala TIvaI saovaa hO jaao p̀saar BaartI Wara dUrdSa-na¸

saava-jainak p̀saark ko bàaMD naama
ko tht p̀dana kI jaatI hO.
]namaoM sao̧  DITIeca saovaa vah hO
ijasamaoM k[- caOnala iDijaTla $p
sao kMpòsD¸ einËPToD AaOr koyaU
baOMD saOTolaa[TaoM kao p̀saairt ikyao
jaato hOM.jaOsaa ik ica~ 1ica~ 1ica~ 1ica~ 1ica~ 1 maoM
dSaa-yaa gayaa hO [na saOTolaa[TaoM
sao kaya-Ëma saIQao ]pBaao@ta ko
pirsar maoM p`aPt ikyao jaa sakto
hOM.irsaoPSana ko [sa trIko ko
il ae Gara o MÀBav a n a a o M  m a o M
sauivaQaajanak sqaanaaoM pr CaoTo
iDSa eMTInaa sqaaipt krnao kI
AavaSyakta haotI hO.DITIeca

p`saarNa ko ilae iksaI vaaiNaijyak maaQyama kI AavaSyakta nahIM haotI hO̧
@yaaoMik ek vyai@tgat ]pyaaogakta- saIQao DITIeca Aa^proTr sao jauD,a haota
hO.halaaMik malTIPlao@sa isaganala p`aPt krnao AaOr ]nhoM TIvaI pr doKnao ko
ilae ek iDijaTla irsaIvar ³saoT Ta^p baa^@sa´ kI AavaSyakta haotI hO.

Baart sarkar nao 9 janavarI 2001 kao dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^T´
Wara jaarI ApnaI AiQasaUcanaa saM#yaa jaIesaAar 18³[-́  ko maaQyama sao koyaU
baOMD maoM TolaIivajana isaganalaaoM ko irsaoPSana va ivatrNa kI Anaumait dI.[sanao
Baart maoM koyaU baOMD maoM Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ p`saarNa saovaaAaoM kI
Sau$Aat kI.

saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ nao 15 maaca- 2001
kao Baart maoM DITIeca p`saarNa saovaa p`dana krnao ko ilae laa[saoMsa p`aPt
krnao ko ilae naIitgat idSaa–inado-Sa ikyao hOM.[samaoM kuC saMSaaoQana 1 jaUna
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March 2001. Certain amendments therein have been
notified on 1st June 2005, 11th May 2006, 31st July 2006,
29th May 2007, 10th September 2007 and 6th November
2007. These guidelines amended upto 2007 are hereinafter
referred to as ‘DTH Guidelines’. The ‘DTH Guidelines’
prescribe the eligibility criteria, the procedure for
obtaining the license to set up and operate DTH services
in the country, basic terms and conditions of the license
and obligations of the licensee. The last amendment to
the ‘DTH Guidelines’ was made on 30th December 2020
(hereinafter referred to as ‘DTH Amendment’).

The license is granted under Section 4 of the
Indian Telegraph Act 1885, and the Indian Wireless
Telegraphy Act, 1933 on the terms and conditions
prescribed to establish, maintain and operate DTH
platform.

M/s ASC Enterprises (now M/s Dish TV India Ltd.)
became the first DTH licensee to start
DTH services in India in October 2003.
DD Free Dish (erstwhile DD Direct
Plus), the only Free-to-Air (FTA) DTH
service was launched by the public
broadcaster Prasar Bharati  in
December 2004 with the approval of
the Union Cabinet. Prasar Bharati is an
autonomous body set up under Prasar
Bharti Act, 1990. M/s Tata Sky Ltd.
(now M/s Tata Play Ltd.) launched its
DTH services in August 2006. M/s Sun
Direct TV Pvt. Ltd. and M/s Bharti
Telemedia Ltd. launched services in 2007 and 2008,
respectively. M/s Reliance Big TV (later named as
Independent TV) launched its services in August 2008.
Videocon d2h launched its services in June 2009.
Subsequently, M/s Videocon d2h Ltd. got merged with
and into M/s Dish TV India Ltd. w.e.f. 22nd March 2018
and services of M/s Independent TV was suspended by
MIB vide its letter dated 31st July 2019. Hence, presently
there are four pay DTH operators providing their services
in the country.

Broadcasting and cable services came under the
purview of Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
with effect from 9th January 2004 by notification No.
S.O.44(E) and 45(E) in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary,
Part III, Section 4, issued by DoT.

As mentioned above, on 30th December 2020
(Annexure-I), the Government of India issued the
amendments to the ‘DTH Guidelines’, considering the

2005¸ 11 ma[- 2006¸ 31 jaulaa[- 2006¸ 29 ma[- 2007¸ 10 isatMbar
2007 AaOr 6 navaMbar 2007 kao AiQasaUicat ikyao gayao hOM.2007 tk
saMSaaoiQat ikyao gayao idSaainado-SaaoM kao [sako baad ‘DITIeca idSaainado-Sa’
kha jaayaogaa.‘DITIeca idSaainado-Sa’ pa~ta maanadMD¸ doSa maoM DITIeca
saovaaAaoM kao sqaaipt krnao AaOr saMcaailat krnao ko ilae laa[saoMsa p`aPt
krnao kI p`iËyaa¸ laa[saoMsa kI bauinayaadI inayama va Sato-M AaOr laa[saoMsaQaarI
ko daiya%vaaoM kao inaQaa-irt krta hO.‘DITIeca idSaainado-SaaoM’ maoM AMitma
saMSaaoQana 30 idsaMbar 2020 kao ikyaa gayaa qaa.³[sako baad [sao ‘DITIeca
saMSaaoQana’ kha jaayaogaa.´

laa[saoMsa BaartIya TolaIga`af AiQainayama 1885 kI Qaara 4 AaOr
BaartIya vaayalaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama 1933 ko tht DITIeca PlaoTfa^ma-
kI sqaapnaa¸ rKrKava AaOr saMcaalana ko ilae inaQaa-irt inayama Satao-M pr
idyaa gayaa hO.

maosasa- eesasaI eMTrp`a[jaoja ³Aba maosasa- iDSa TIvaI [MiDyaa
ilaimaToD´ A@TUbar 2003 maoM Baart maoM DITIeca
saovaayaoM Sau$ krnao vaalaa phlaa DITIeca laa[saoMsaQaarI
bana gayaa.DIDI ÍI iDSa ³pUva- maoM DIDI Da^yaro@T
Plasa´¸ ekmaa~ ÍI–TU–eyar ³efTIe´ DITIeca
saovaa saava-jainak p`saark p`saar BaartI Wara idsaMbar
2004 maoM koMd`Iya maMi~maMDla kI maMjaUrI ko saaqa Sau$
ikyaa gayaa qaa.p`saar BaartI ‘p`saar BaartI
AiQainayama 1990’ ko tht sqaaipt ek svaaya<a
inakaya hO.maosasa- TaTa ska[- ilaimaToD ³Aba maosasa-
TaTa Plao ilaimaToD´ nao Agast 2006 maoM ApnaI
DITIeca saovaayaoM Sau$ kI.maosasa- sana Da^yaro@T TIvaI

p`a[vaoT ilaimaToD AaOr maosasa- BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa ilaimaToD nao ËmaSa: 2007
AaOr 2008 maoM ApnaI saovaayaoM Sau$ kI.maosasa- irlaayaMsa ibaga TIvaI ³ijasao
baad maoM [MiDpoMDoMT TIvaI naama idyaa gayaa qaa´ nao Agast 2008 maoM ApnaI
saovaayaoM Sau$ kI.vaIiDyaaoka^na DI2eca nao jaUna 2009 maoM ApnaI saovaayaoM Sau$
kI.[sako baad 22 maaca- 2018 kao maosasa- vaIiDyaaoka^na DI2eca ilaimaToD
ka maosasa- iDSa TIvaI [MiDyaa ilaimaToD ko saaqa ivalaya hao gayaa AaOr idnaaMk
31 jaulaa[- 2019 ko maaQyama sao maosasa- [MiDpoMDoMT TIvaI kI saovaaAaoM kao
emaAa[-baI Wara Apnao p~ ko maaQyama sao inalaMibat kr idyaa gayaa qaa.[sailae
vat-maana maoM doSa maoM caar po–DITIeca AâproTr ApnaI saovaayaoM p̀dana kr rho hOM.

Da^T Wara jaarI p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaayaoM 9 janavarI 2004
sao Baart ko rajap~¸ AsaaQaarNa¸ Baaga 3¸ KMD 4 maoM AiQasaUcanaa saM#yaa
esaAao 44³[-́  AaOr 45 ³[-́  Wara BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa
³T/a[-́  ko dayaro maoM Aa gayaI.

jaOsaaik phlao ]llaoK ikyaa gayaa hO ik 30 idsaMbar 2020
³AnaubaMQa–1AnaubaMQa–1AnaubaMQa–1AnaubaMQa–1AnaubaMQa–1´ kao¸ Baart sarkar nao Tobala 1Tobala 1Tobala 1Tobala 1Tobala 1 maoM ]llaoiKt DITIeca
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following TRAI recommendations on DTH services
mentioned in Table 1.

The amendments dated 30th December 2020 were
issued in respect of eligibility criteria, period of license,
vertically integrated entity, reserving of operational channel
capacity, entry fee, bank guarantee, license fee, platform
service, sharing of infrastructure and set top box.
Subsequently, the DTH operators were issued provisional
licenses by MIB for providing DTH broadcasting services
with effect from 1st April 2021. This provisional license is
subject to
adherence to the
terms and
conditions of the
DTH Guidelines
as amended up to
6th November
2007 and further
amended on 30th
December 2020.

F u r t h e r ,
on 16th
September 2022
(Annexure-II) ,
MIB issued
operational DTH
Guidelines in
respect of license Fee, platform service channels and sharing
of infrastructure by DTH operators.

Any Indian company registered under the
Companies Act, 1956 or 2013, desirous of operating DTH
services in India has to apply through the Broadcastseva
portal (https://new.broadcastseva.gov.in) of MIB. MIB,
on verifying that the company meets the eligibility
conditions, obtains the security clearance from the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and clearance for usage
of satellite from the Department of Space (DoS). Once
the clearances are obtained, the company is asked to
pay an entry fee of Rs. 10 crore. On payment of the entry
fee, MIB communicates its intent to the company to issue
the license.

Next, the company has to approach Wireless
Planning and Coordination (WPC) for clearance from
Standing Advisory Committee on Radio Frequency
Allocations (SACFA). Once the SACFA clearance is
obtained, the company has to submit a bank guarantee
and sign the license agreement with MIB. After this, the
company has to apply to WPC for obtaining the Wireless

Table 1: Recommendations considered for ‘DTH Amendment

No. TRAI Recommendations Issued On

1. Recommendations on Foreign Direct Investments
(FDI) in Broadcasting Sector in India 22nd Aug 2013

2. Recommendations on Issues related to New
DTH Licenses 23rd Jul 2014

3. Recommendations on Sharing of Infrastructure in
Television Broadcasting Distribution Sector 29th Mar 2017

4. Recommendations on Platform Services offered
by DTH Operators 13th Nov 2019

saovaaAaoM pr T/a[- kI inamnailaiKt isafairSaaoM pr ivacaar krto hue ‘DITIeca
idSaainado-SaaoM’ maoM saMSaaoQana jaarI ikyaa.

idnaaMk 30 idsaMbar 2020 ko saMSaaoQana pa~ta maanadMD¸ laa[saoMsa
kI AvaiQa¸ vaiT-klaI ekIkRt [ka[-̧  pircaalana caOnala xamata ka AarxaNa¸
p`vaoSa Saulk¸ baOMk gaarMTI¸ laa[saoMsa Saulk¸ PlaoTfa^ma- saovaa¸ bauinayaadI ZaMcao
kao saaJaa krnao AaOr saoT Ta^p baa^@sa ko saMbaMQa maoM jaarI ikyao gayao qao.[sako
baad DITIeca Aa^proTraoM kao 1 ApÒla 2021 sao p`BaavaI DITIeca p`saarNa
saovaayaoM p`dana krnao ko ilae emaAa[-baI Wara t%kailak laa[saoMsa jaarI ikyao
gayao qao.yah t%kailak laa[saMosa 6 navaMbar 2007 tk saMSaaoiQat DITIeca

idSaa inado-SaaoM ko inayamaaoM
va Satao-M ko palana ko
AQaIna hO AaOr 30
idsaMbar 2020 kao
AaOr saMSaaoiQat ikyaa
gayaa hO.
[sako Alaavaa 16
is at M b ar 2022
³Ana uba MQa 2Ana uba MQa 2Ana uba MQa 2Ana uba MQa 2Ana uba MQa 2´ ka o
emaAa[-baI nao laa[saoMsa
Saulk¸  PlaoTfa^ma- saiva-
sa caOnala AaOr DITIeca
Aa ^pr oTra o M  Wara

bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao ko saMbaMQa maoM pircaalana DITIeca idSaa inado-
Sa jaarI ikyao.

kMpnaI AiQainayama 1956 yaa 2013 ko tht pMjaIkRt kao[- BaI
BaartIya kMpnaI¸ jaao ik Baart maoM kao[- BaI DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko saMcaalana
ka [-cCuk hO¸ kao emaAa[-baI ko ba`a^DkasT saovaa paT-la ³https://
new.broadcastseva.gov.in´ ko maaQyama sa o Aava odna krnaa
haogaa.emaAa[-baI¸ yah sa%yaaipt krnao pr ik kMpnaI pa~ta Satao-M kao pUra
krtI hO̧  gaRh maM~alaya ³emaecae´ sao saurxaa maMjaUrI AaOr AMtirxa ivaBaaga
³DIAaoesa´ sao saOTolaa[T ko ]pyaaoga ko ilae maMjaUrI p`aPt krtI hO.ek
baar maMjaUrI imala jaanao ko baad kMpnaI kao 10 kraoD, Épyao ka p`vaoSa Saulk
donao ko ilae kha jaata hO.p`vaoSa Saulk ko Baugatana ko baad emaAa[-baI
kMpnaI kao laa[saoMsa jaarI krnao ko Apnao [rado ko baaro maoM batatI hO.

[sako baad kMpnaI kao roiDyaao ÍI@vaoMsaI AavaMTna ³esaesaIefe´
pr sqaayaI salaahkar saimait sao maMjaUrI ko ilae vaayarlaosa Plaa^inaMga eMD
kaoAa^iD-naoSana ³DblaUpIsaI´ sao saMpk- krnaa haogaa.esaesaIefe kI maMjaUrI
imalanao ko baad¸ kMpnaI kao baOMk gaarMTI jamaa krnaI haogaI AaOr emaAa[-baI
ko saaqa laa[saoMsa samaJaaOto pr hstaxar krnao haoMgao.[sako baad kMpnaI kao
vaayarlaosa Aa^proiTMga laa[saoMsa ³DblaUAaoela´ p`aPt krnao AaOr naoTvak-

DTH  STORY
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Operating License (WOL), and a final Uplinking
permission from Networks Operation Control Center
(NOCC).

The Licensee is required to pay license fee to the
Licensor (MIB) and shall also, in addition, pay the royalty
fees for the spectrum used to WPC as prescribed by WPC.
Further, DTH operators were required to pay NOCC
charges of Rs. 21 lakh per transponder per annum for
the use of space segment. However, these charges have
been removed vide DoT letter dated 26th October 2022
from all  service providers using space segment
including DTH operators. The process flow is described
in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Process for DTH License

Aa^proSana kMT/aola saoMTr ³enaAaosaIsaI´ sao AMitma ApilaMikMga Anaumait
p`aPt krnao ko ilae DblaUpIsaI maoM Aavaodna krnaa haota hO.

laa[saoMsaQaarI kao laa[saoMsar ³emaAa[-baI´ kao laa[saoMsa Saulk ka
Baugatana krnaa haogaa AaOr [sako Alaavaa DblaUpIsaI Wara inaQaa-irt spo@T/ma ko
ilae râyalTI Saulk ka Baugatana krnaa haogaa¸ jaOsaaik DblaIpIsaI Wara inaQaa-
irt ikyaa gayaa hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ DITIeca AâproTraoM kao sposa saogamaoMT ko
]pyaaoga ko ilae p̀it T/aMsapaOMDr p̀it vaYa- 21 laaK Épyao ko enaAaosaIsaI
Saulk ka Baugatana krnaa AavaSyak hO.halaaMik [na SaulkaoM kao DITIeca
AâproTraoM saiht sposa saogamaoMT ka ]pyaaoga krnao vaalao saBaI saovaa p̀dataAaoM sao
26 A@TUbar 2022 ko DâT p~ ko maaQyama sao [na SaulkaoM kao hTa idyaa
gayaa.[sa p̀iËyaa kao ica~ 2ica~ 2ica~ 2ica~ 2ica~ 2 maoM vaiNa-t ikyaa gayaa hO.

mau#ya $p sao Baart maoM po–TIvaI saovaayaoM kobala TIvaI AaOr DITIeca
isasTma ko maaQyama p̀dana kI jaa rhI hO.kobala TIvaI AaOr DITIeca bàhmaaMD
kI tulanaa maoM Aa[-pITIvaI AaOr ihT\sa jaOsao TIvaI p̀saarNa ko Anya trIkaoM ko
nyaUnatma gàahk AaQaar hOM.TolaIivajana p̀saarNa xao~ 31 idsaMbar 2022 tk
900 sao AiQak Anaumat saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM̧  4 po DITIeca AâproTraoM̧
1748 malTI isasTma AâproTraoM AaOr 1 janavarI 2022 tk lagaBaga 81706
kobala TIvaI AâproTraoM ko saaqa ek jaIvaMt tsvaIr p̀stut krta hO̧  jaOsaaik
Dak ivaBaaga Wara emaAa[-baI kao saUicat ikyaa gayaa hO.

2022 maoM irpaoT- ikyao gayao ek ]Vaoga ko Anaumaana ko Anausaar¸ po
DITIeca AaOr kobala xao~ ek saaqa maaca- 2021 maoM 122 imailayana ka
sabsaËa[bar AaQaar hO.TIvaI ]Vaoga ko pasa kula 125 imailayana poD sabsaËa[bar
maoM sao 67 imailayana kobala hOM̧  55 imailayana po po DITIeca ko sabsaËa[bar hOM
AaOr 3 imailayana ihT\sa ko sabsaËa[bar hOM.[sako Alaavaa¸ ÍI TIvaI PlaoTfâma-

Predominantly, the pay TV services in India are being
delivered through cable TV and DTH systems. Other modes
of TV broadcasting such as IPTV and HITS have miniscule
subscriber base when compared to the cable TV and the
DTH universe. The television broadcasting sector presents
a vibrant picture with more than 900 permitted satellite TV
channels, 4 pay DTH operators, 1748 multi-system operators
as on 31st December 2022 and around 81706 cable TV
operators as on 01st January 2022 as communicated to MIB
by Department of Posts.

As per an industry estimate reported in 2022, pay
DTH and cable sector together has a subscriber base of
122 million as on March 2021. Out of the total 125 million
paid subscribers of the TV industry, 67 million are cable,
55 million are pay DTH subscribers and 3 million are HITS
subscribers. Besides, there are 43 million viewers of free

DTH  STORY
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TV platform (DD Free Dish). The DTH and the cable
sector presently cover more than 95 per cent of the total
pay TV viewing universe.
DTH services constitutes
around 44% of the pay TV
universe. However, in other
countries, this ratio varies.
Figure 3 depicts the split
percentage of TV subscriber
base amongst the various
distribution platforms
including DD Free Dish.

The trends of the total
active subscriber base
(including subscribers who
have been inactive or
temporarily suspended for
not more than last 90 days)
of the four existing DTH
operators viz. Dish TV, Tata
Play, Bharti Telemedia and
Sun Direct for the last nine quarters as reported to TRAI
is depicted in Figure 4. It may be seen that the DTH
sector is showing a declining trend for the last two years.

Figure 3: Television subscriptions split
(as on March 2022)

Figure 4: Total Active Subscriber Base of DTH Sector

Pay DTH sector has attained a total active subscriber
base of around 65.58 million in the quarter ending 30th
September 2022. This is in addition to subscribers of DD
Free Dish. The percentage share of each DTH operator is
as shown in Figure 5.

THE PRESENT REFERENCE
Section(11)(1)(a) confers power to TRAI to make

³DIDI ÍI iDSa´ ko 43 imailayana dSa-k hOM.DITIeca AaOr kobala xao~
vat-maana maoM kula po TIvaI doKnao vaalao bàhmaaMD ko 95 p̀itSat sao AiQak kao

kvar krta hO.po TIvaI jagat maoM
DITIeca saovaaAaoM kI ihssaodarI lagaBaga
44‰ hO.halaaMik Anya doSaaoM maoM yah
Anaupat iBanna haota hO.ica~ 3ica~ 3ica~ 3ica~ 3ica~ 3 maoM
DIDI ÍI iDSa saiht ivaiBanna ivatrNa
PlaoTfâmaao-M ko baIca TIvaI sabsaËa[bar
AaQaar ko ivaBaaijat p`itSat kao
dSaa-ta hO.

ipClao naaO itmaaihyaaoM ko ilae
jaOsaaik T/a[- kao batayaa gayaa hO̧  caar
maaOjaUda DITIeca Aa^proTraoM yaaina iDSa
TIvaI¸ TaTa Plao̧  BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa
AaOr sana Dayaro@T ko kula saiËya
ga`ahk AaQaar ³ipClao 90 idnaaoM yaa
]sasao AiQak tk inaiYËya yaa AsqaayaI

$p sao inalaMibat ikyao gayao ga`ahkaoM saiht´ kao ica~ 4ica~ 4ica~ 4ica~ 4ica~ 4 maoM dSaa-yaa gayaa
hO.[samaoM doKa jaa sakta hO ik DITIeca xao~ maoM ipClao dao saala maoM
igaravaT ka $K idK rha hO.

po DITIeca xao~ nao 30 isatMbar 2022 kao samaaPt itmaahI maoM
lagaBaga 65º58 imailayana ka kula saiËya ga`ahk AaQaar p`aPt ikyaa
hO.yah DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ga`ahkaoM ko Aitir@t hO.p`%yaok DITIeca
Aa^proTr ka p`itSat ihssaa ica~ 1º5ica~ 1º5ica~ 1º5ica~ 1º5ica~ 1º5 maoM dSaa-yaa gayaa hO.

vat-maana sa MdBa -vat-maana sa MdBa -vat-maana sa MdBa -vat-maana sa MdBa -vat-maana sa MdBa -

Qaara ³11´³1´³e´ saovaa p`data ko laa[saoMsa inayamaaoM AaOr

DTH  STORY
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recommendations, either suo motu or on request from the
licensor, on various matters including terms and conditions
of license of a service provider.

TRAI is in receipt of a reference from MIB in view
of the amendments
carried out by DoT in
October 2021 with
respect to Adjusted
Gross Revenue
(AGR) and Bank
Guarantee (BG)
under telecom
reforms as
announced by Union
Cabinet on 15th
September 2021.
TRAI has received
this reference from
MIB on 2nd February
2022 vide their letter
No. 2/33/2021-BP&L
( A n n e x u r e - I I I ) ,
requesting TRAI to
examine the following issues from policy angle and
furnish its recommendations under section 11(1)(a) of
the TRAI Act, 1997:

i. Issue of exclusion of non-licensed activities from
definition of Gross Revenue in respect of DTH License
fee as in case of recent amendments carried out by
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and/or
identify any other base for levy of the license fee.
Accordingly, the format of Form-D in DTH sector as
per GR/AGR criteria may also be provided.

ii. Percentage/amount of Bank Guarantees (BGs) in
respect of private DTH services as in case of recent
amendments carried out by Department of
Telecommunications (DOT); and

iii. Issue of Uniform License Fee (Level playing field) in
respect of all Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs).

In the said reference, MIB has also mentioned that:
“DTH Association has also raised the matter of level
playing field between Distribution Platform
Operators (DPOs). It has been stated by HITS, while
being licensed by this Ministry and security cleared
by MHA, do not have to pay any license fee whereas
DTH has to pay a License Fee @ 8% of AGR. To
create a level playing field, they have requested the

Figure 5: Percentage share of DTH operators

Satao-M saiht ivaiBanna maamalaaoM pr T/a[- kao svat: yaa laa[saoMsakta- ko AnauraoQa
pr isafairSaoM krnao kI Sai@t p`dana krtI hO.

15 isatMbar 2021 kao koMd`Iya maMi~maMDla Wara GaaoiYat dUrsaMcaar
sauQaaraoM ko tht samaayaaoijak
sakla rajasva ³ejaIAar´
AaOr baOMk gaarMTI ³baIjaI´
ko saMbaMQa maoM dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga
Wara A@TUbar 2021 maoM ikyao
gayao saMSaaoQanaaoM ko ma_onajar
T/a[- kao emaAa[-baI sao ek
saMdBa- p~ p`aPt huAa.T/a[-
kao emaAa[-baI sao 2 frvarI
2022 kao ]nako p~ saM#yaa
2À33À2021–baIpIeMDela
³Ana u l a g n ak–3Ana u l a g n ak–3Ana u l a g n ak–3Ana u l a g n ak–3Ana u l a g n ak–3´ ko
maaQyama sao yah saMdBa- p~
p`aPt huAa hO̧  ijasamaoM T/a[-
sao AnauraoQa ikyaa gayaa hO
ik vah naIitgat dRiYTkaoNa

sao inamnailaiKt mau_aoM kI jaaMca kro AaOr T/a[- AiQainayama 1997 kI Qaara
11 ³1´ ³e´ ko tht ApnaI isafairSaoM p`stut kro:
1º DITIeca laa[saoMsa Saulk ko saMbaMQa maoM sakla rajasva kI pirBaaYaa sao

gaOr laa[saoMsa gaitivaiQayaaoM kao baahr krnao ka mau_a jaOsaaik dUrsaMcaar
ivaBaaga ³Da^T´ Wara hala hI maoM ikyao gayao saMSaaoQanaaoM ko maamalao maoM
AaOrÀyaa laa[saoMsa Saulk lagaanao ko ilae iksaI Anya AaQaar kI
phcaana krnaa.td\nausaar¸ jaIAarÀejaIAar maanadMD ko Anausaar
DITIeca xao~ maoM fâma-–DI ka p̀a$p BaI p̀dana ikyaa jaa sakta hO.

2º dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^T´ Wara ikyao gayao hailayaa saMSaaoQanaaoM ko maamalao
maoM inajaI DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko saMbMaQa maoM baOMk gaarMTI ³baIjaI´ ka
p`itSatÀraiSa¸ AaOr

3º saBaI ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ³DIpIAaó  ko saMbaMQa maoM ek
samaana laa[saoMsa Saulk ³laovala Plao[Mga fIlD´ jaarI krnaa.
]@t saMdBa- maoM emaAa[-baI nao yah BaI ]llaoK ikyaa hO ik:
DITIeca esaaoisaeSana nao iDsT/IbyaUSana PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTsa- ³DIpIAaó
ko baIca barabarI ka maamalaa BaI ]zayaa hO.ihT\sa Wara yah kha
gayaa hO ik [sa maM~alaya Wara laa[saoMsa p`aPt haonao AaOr emaecae
Wara saurxaa maMjaUrI idyao jaanao ko daOrana¸ kao[- laa[saoMsa Saulk nahIM
donaa pD,ta hO jabaik DITIeca kao ejaIAar ko 8‰ kI dr sao
laa[saoMsa Saulk ka Baugatana krnaa pD,ta hO.ek samaana str kI
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Ministry to charge 4% License Fee from all the DPOs
viz. Cable, HITS and DTH while not being too harsh
a levy on Cable. It would also be revenue neutral for
the exchequer.”

License Fee Structure:
As far as the l icense fee payable by the

DTH licensee is concerned, the extant guidelines
prescribe that Licensee shall  pay an annual
fee equivalent to 8% of its adjusted gross revenue
(AGR), to be paid on a quarterly basis to MIB. MIB
has also prescribed a format as Form-D in the ‘DTH
Guidelines’ for the DTH operators to provide the
statement of Gross Revenue. MIB has also requested
TRAI to provide the format of Form-D in DTH sector as
per GR/AGR criteria.

Bank Guarantee Structure:
With respect to MIB reference on rationalization

of BGs, it may be noted that the extant guidelines prescribe
a Bank Guarantee for an amount of Rs. 5 crore for the
first two quarters (for new entrants), and, thereafter, for
an amount equivalent to estimated sum payable,
equivalent to License fee for two quarters and other
dues not otherwise securitized. Further, the Bank
Guarantee shall be valid for a year, which should be
renewed on a year-on-year basis in such a manner that
the Bank Guarantee remains valid during the entire license
period.

Level playing field:
MIB vide its reference has also requested TRAI

to examine the issue of uniform license fee for level
playing field in the distribution sector. The Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs) are governed by different sets
of policy guidelines or acts and rules, hence different fee
structures are applicable to these entities as prescribed
in their corresponding guidelines. 

vyavasqaa banaanao ko ilae¸ ]nhaoMnao maM~alaya sao kobala pr ibanaa iksaI
kzaor $K ko saBaI DIpIAao yaaina kobala¸ ihT\sa va DITIeca sao
4‰ laa[saoMsa Saulk laonao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa hO.yah sarkarI
Kjaanao ko ilae rajasva tTsqa BaI haogaa.

laa[sa o Msa Sa ulk sa Mrcanaa:laa[sa o Msa Sa ulk sa Mrcanaa:laa[sa o Msa Sa ulk sa Mrcanaa:laa[sa o Msa Sa ulk sa Mrcanaa:laa[sa o Msa Sa ulk sa Mrcanaa:
jahaM tk DITIeca laa[saoMsaQaarI Wara doya laa[saoMsa Saulk ka

saMbaMQa hO̧  maaOjaUda idSaainado-Sa inaQaa-irt krto hOM ik laa[saoMsaQaarI Apnao
samaayaaoijat sakla rajasva ³ejaIAar´ ko 8‰ ko barabar vaaiYa-k Saulk
ka Baugatana krogaa¸ ijasaka Baugatana emaAa[-baI kao itmaahI AaQaar pr
ikyaa jaayaogaa.emaAa[-baI nao sakla rajasva ka ivavarNa p`dana krnao ko
ilae DITIeca Aa^proTraoM ko ilae DITIeca idSaainado-Sa fa^ma-–DI ko $p maoM
ek p`a$p BaI inaQaa-irt ikyaa hO.emaAa[-baI nao T/a[- sao jaIAarÀejaIAar
maanadMD ko Anausaar DITIeca xao~ maoM fa^ma-–DI ka p`a$p p`dana krnao ka
BaI AnauraoQa ikyaa hO.
ba O Mk gaar MTI sa Mrcanaa:ba O Mk gaar MTI sa Mrcanaa:ba O Mk gaar MTI sa Mrcanaa:ba O Mk gaar MTI sa Mrcanaa:ba O Mk gaar MTI sa Mrcanaa:

baIjaI ko yaui@tkrNa pr emaAa[-baI saMdBa- ko saMbaMQa maoM̧  yah
Qyaana idyaa jaa sakta hO ik maaOjaUda idSaainado-Sa phlaI dao itmaaihyaaoM
³nayao p`vaoSakaoM ko ilae´ ko ilae 5 kraoD, Épyao kI baOMk gaarMTI inaQaa-irt
krto hOM AaOr ]sako baad dao itmaaihyaaoM ko ilae laa[saoMsa Saulk ko barabar
doya Anaumaainat raiSa ko barabar raiSa ko ilae AaOr Anya bakayaa raiSa jaao
Anyaqaa p`itBaUt nahIM hO.[sako Alaavaa baOMk gaarMTI ek vaYa- ko ilae vaOQa
haogaI¸ ijasao saala dr saala AaQaar pr [sa trh sao navaInaIkRt ikyaa jaanaa
caaihe ik baOMk gaarMTI pUrI laa[saoMsa AvaiQa ko daOrana vaOQa rho.
la ovala Pla o[ Mga fIlD:la ovala Pla o[ Mga fIlD:la ovala Pla o[ Mga fIlD:la ovala Pla o[ Mga fIlD:la ovala Pla o[ Mga fIlD:

emaAa[-baI nao Apnao saMdBa- maoM T/a[- sao ivatrNa xao~ maoM laovala
Plao[Mga fIlD ko ilae ek samaana laa[saoMsa Saulk ko mau_o kI jaaMca krnao ka
BaI AnauraoQa ikyaa hO.iDsT/IbyaUSana PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ³DIpIAaó  naIitgat
idSaainado-SaaoM yaa AiQainayamaaoM AaOr inayamaaoM ko ivaiBanna saoTaoM Wara Saaisat haoto
hOM̧  [sailae [na saMsqaaAaoM ko ilae Alaga–Alaga Saulk saMrcanaayaoM laagaU haotI
hOM̧  jaOsaaik ]nako saMbaMiQat idSaainado-SaaoM maoM inaQaa-irt ikyaa gayaa hO. 
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